JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS AND MINUTES
OF THE CHASE COUNTY, KANSAS
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

November 17, 2025


November 17, 2025, at 9:00 am; Tony Hazelton-Chairman, Matt Miller-Vice chairman, Gene Line-member, Connie Pretzer-County Clerk assembled in the Chase County Commission Chambers. Also present: Attorney Brian Henderson, Appraiser Andy Durbin, Kirk Engle, Colin Hothaus, John Barnes and Brock Emmert. Hazelton opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Motion to approve 11/17/2025 Warrants by Hazelton/Line 3-0. 
Motion to approve 11/10/2025 Minutes by Hazelton/Miller 3-0.

Bids were again accepted from Kirk Engle/EMC insurance and Colin Hothaus/KWORC for the County’s workers compensation insurance using the same payroll figures. EMC--$81,345 KWORC--$59,994.
Motion to accept the KWORC bid of $59,994 for Work Comp insurance by Hazelton/Miller 3-0.

John Barnes, coordinator for Watch D.O.G.S. was present to explain the benefits of the national program and how the role models interact with the students and support teachers and staff. Barnes stated the mission is to improve student performance and behavior by placing positive role models in the school and classrooms to reinforce the importance of education and build community cohesion. Barnes submitted a Crime Prevention request to the Commission.  Motion to approve $1,5000 from the Crime Prevention fund to USD 284 for Watch D.O.G.S by Hazelton/Miller 3-0.

County Appraiser Andy Durbin inquired about the County’s Neighborhood Revitalization Plan which offers tax rebates for qualifying improvements. The current plan lists both a 10-year duration and an end date of December 31, 2026. Attorney Henderson stated that the expressed date should be used as it is the more detailed date. Commissioner Miller would also like to look into a 5-year 100% rebate for new construction when the plan is updated next year. Motion to clarify the application period for the Neighborhood Revitalization Plan to accept applications through December 31, 2026 by Miller/Line.

Emergency Preparedness Scott Wiltse reported that storm siren installation will begin on November 18th at the Rodeo Grounds in Strong City, Cottonwood Falls fire station and Matfield Green fire station.  

Motion for executive session to return at 10:05 for Attorney/Client privilege with Attorney and Brock Emmert of the Kansas Water Institute Miller/Line 3-0. No action taken.


Meeting adjourned at 10:17 pm on a motion by Miller/Hazelton 3-0.

Next scheduled meeting is Wednesday, November 26, 2025 at 9:00 am in Commission Chambers.






	ADOPTION OF ABOVE MINUTES	

      STATE OF KANSAS
     COUNTY OF CHASE


NOW ON This 26th day of November, 2025 as shown in the Minutes of this date's meeting, the above Minutes are hereby ADOPTED as the official record of the proceedings, business and actions of the Board of Chase County Commissioners during the session above described.


                                           BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

							
______________________________
							Anthony Hazelton, Chairman
                    SEAL

							 ____________________________   
							 Matt Miller, Vice Chairman

							
______________________________
Gene Line, Member
Attest: ____________________________
      Connie M. Pretzer, County Clerk



