JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS AND MINUTES
OF THE CHASE COUNTY, KANSAS
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

March 31, 2025

March 31, 2025, at 9:00 am; Tony Hazelton-Chairman, Matt Miller-Vice-chairman, Alan Phipps-member, and Connie Pretzer-County Clerk assembled in the Chase County Commission Chambers. Hazelton opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Also present: County Sheriff Jacob Welsh, County Attorney Brian Henderson patron Mark Gibbons.

Motion to approve 03/31/2025 Warrants by Hazelton was 2nd by Phipps. Motion carried 3-0.
Motion to approve 02/25/25 to 03/24/25 Payroll by Hazelton was 2nd by Miller.  Motion carried 3-0.
Motion to approve 03/17/2025 Minutes by Hazelton was 2nd by Phipps.  Motion carried 3-0.
Motion to sign Workforce One agreement by Hazelton was 2nd by Phipps. Motion carried 3-0. 

Mark Gibbons inquired about the status of storm sirens within the County.  Sheriff Welsh explained that federal money will not be available until later this year but the matching grant was applied for and awarded to Chase County.  Miller commented that the 1st phase would upgrade the sirens in Cottonwood Falls, Strong City and Elmdale.  

Grant writer Christie Reinhardt updated: 1) The portal for the grant with Department of Commerce for Rural & Tribal Assistance has been delayed and the application will have to be resubmitted. 2) Should receive notice on the grant for fire truck in April. 3) Applied for a volunteer firefighter grant for pumps. 4) Applied for pipeline grant for flock camera for the Sheriff’s department. 5) Will continue workshops and meetings.  

Attorney Henderson, Sheriff Welsh and Fire Chief Steve Fillmore and Emergency preparedness director Scott Wiltse spoke to the BOC about Resolution 2013-20 (opening burning regulations) stating the emergency service advisory committee would be updating the current resolution later this year.  However, the current resolution provides for enforcement of violations and citations will be issued.  Dispatch is to be notified BEFORE burning begins and at the conclusion of the burn. 

Sheriff Welsh reported that the detention facility inmate population was averaging 137 this year.  The recent inspection by ICE  resulted in 4 minor deficiencies which were resolved before the inspectors left the facility.  Welsh commended the facility staff.  

Road & Bridge supervisor Thom Kirk spoke to the Board about blade rotation along with a quote of $359,419 from Foley Equipment.  Trade-in allowance for an older blade is $110,000 will be deducted  After discussion Motion to sign purchase document for 2025 140-15J Motor Grader for $249,419 from Foley Equipment by Hazelton was 2nd by Miller.  Motion carried 3-0.  Kirk will seek financing and have for the April 28th meeting.  Kirk also provided a quote from MasterTec Truck & Equipment a 2025 Kenworth dump truck for $282,243. Miller requested a report showing equipment expenses on the two trucks purchased from MasterTec.  Monday, April 28th at 8:30 was scheduled as a work session with Commissioners & Road & Bridge.  Also discussed was the new county bridge book which excludes the bridges sufficiency rating.  Miller suggested the Board travel Middle Creek Road together at the conclusion of the April 14th meeting. All agreed.  Kirk will gather information about the road such as last time hard surfaced, patching etc. 

Motion at 11:00 for 10 minutes of executive session for non-elected personnel with Attorney Henderson and Clerk by Hazelton was 2nd by Phipps.  Motion carried 3-0.  Meeting resumed at 11:10 with no action taken.  



Meeting adjourned at 11:18 on a motion by Hazelton and 2nd by Miller.  Next scheduled meeting is Monday, April 14th at 9am.

 




	ADOPTION OF ABOVE MINUTES	

      STATE OF KANSAS
     COUNTY OF CHASE


NOW ON This 14th day of April, 2025 as shown in the Minutes of this date's meeting, the above Minutes are hereby ADOPTED as the official record of the proceedings, business and actions of the Board of Chase County Commissioners during the session above described.


                                           BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
							
______________________________
							Anthony Hazelton, Chairman
                    SEAL

							 ____________________________   
							 Matt Miller, Vice Chairman

							
______________________________
Alan Phipps, Member


Attest: ____________________________
      Connie M. Pretzer, County Clerk



