JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS AND MINUTES
OF THE CHASE COUNTY, KANSAS
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

July 14, 2025

July 14, 2025, at 9:00 am; Tony Hazelton-Chairman, Matt Miller-Vice chairman, Gene Line-member, Connie Pretzer-County Clerk and Brian Henderson-County Attorney assembled in the Chase County Commission Chambers. Hazelton opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Motion to approve 07/14/2025 Warrants by Hazelton/Line 3-0. 
Motion to approve 07/07/2025 Minutes by Hazelton/Miller 3-0.
Motion to approve change order 2024-25 by Hazelton/Line 3-0.
Attorney Henderson brought attention to an error in the June 16th minutes of change orders 2025-23 and 2025-24 which should have read 2024-23 and 2024-24 and June 16, 2023 Warrants to June 16, 2025 Warrants.
Motion to amend the June 16th minutes from change orders 2025-23 and 2025-24 to change orders 2024-23 and 2024-24 and 07/16/2023 Warrants to 07/16/2025 Warrants by Miller/Hazelton 3-0.
Motion to sign the letter designating Kira Gadbury on 7/14/2025 as Assistant Service Director to Chase County EMS by Hazelton/Line 3-0.

Matt Lindamood of Citizens State Bank presented the lease/purchase agreement for Commission signatures for the dump truck approved on 6/30/25. BOC signed the agreement.

Motion to approve additional hours for Emergency Preparedness Director for 25 hours for the month of May and 71 hours for the month of June for hours beyond his appointed chart time position as previously agreed upon by Miller/Line 3-0.

Vicky Dawson of the Chase County Historical Society met with the Board to thank them for the appropriation which is the majority of their income and used for operations for the year.  This year’s projects include the 2nd floor renovation of the old USD office into a display area and beginning book 5 of the Chase County Historical Sketches. The Society is again requesting $28,215.

Motion for executive session to return at 9:30 for consultation with attorney for matters concerning mitigation of possible litigation with Clerk and Attorney by Miller/Line 3-0. No action taken.
CPA Cindy Jensen presented the BOC with the rough draft of the 2026 County Budget.  
All requests from department heads were entered as requested. The draft shows 71.813 with an RNR of 58.345. Commissioners went to work on trimming several areas and reduced the levy to 71.062.  After July 20th the mill rate can go down, but not up.  
Motion for executive session to return at 10:51 for non-elected personnel with Clerk and Attorney by Hazelton/Line 3-0. No action taken.   

Motion for intent to exceed the revenue neutral rate of 58.345 with a proposed rate of 71.062 by Hazelton/Line 3-0. Commissioners will continue to work on trimming areas they can before the final budget is approved.

Motion for executive session to return at 11:13 for consultation with attorney and Jensen for matters concerning mitigation of possible litigation by Miller/Line 3-0. No action taken.

Rebekah Green spoke to the Board about possible signage for tourists that come to the 3rd floor of the Courthouse.  Green also inquired about the significance of a particular picture.  Commissioner Miller suggested contacting Chamber of Commerce director Toni Schneider.

Sherry Wells was present to thank the Commissioners for her tenure at the Courthouse. 
Wells requested that the record reflects she did not commit fraud and was not incompetent in her position as stated in the termination letter from the Register of Deeds office.  Motion for executive session to return at 11:35 to discuss non-elected personnel with Wells, Clerk & Attorney by Hazelton/Line 3-0. No action taken. 

Motion for executive session to return at 11:41 to discuss non-elected personnel with Clerk & Attorney by Hazelton/Line 3-0. No action taken. 

Commissioner Miller reported contacting a professional to look at the chimneys in the Courthouse to investigate water infiltration.  The Board tentatively scheduled August 7th to view the chimneys in the attic.   


  
Meeting adjourned at 11:46 on a motion from Hazelton/Miller 3-0.  Next scheduled meeting is at 9:00 on July 31, 2025.











	ADOPTION OF ABOVE MINUTES	

      STATE OF KANSAS
     COUNTY OF CHASE


NOW ON This 31st day of July, 2025 as shown in the Minutes of this date's meeting, the above Minutes are hereby ADOPTED as the official record of the proceedings, business and actions of the Board of Chase County Commissioners during the session above described.


                                           BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

							
______________________________
							Anthony Hazelton, Chairman
                    SEAL

							 ____________________________   
							 Matt Miller, Vice Chairman

							
______________________________
Gene Line, Member
Attest: ____________________________
      Connie M. Pretzer, County Clerk




