JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS AND MINUTES
OF THE CHASE COUNTY, KANSAS
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

July 31, 2025

July 31, 2025, at 9:00 am; Matt Miller-Vice-chairman, Gene Line-member, and Connie Pretzer-County Clerk assembled in the Chase County Commission Chambers. Also present were Attorney Brian Henderson, Christie Reinhardt, Freedom Claims representative Darren Booth, Emergency Preparedness Director Scott Wiltse and patron Mark Gibbons. Miller opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance. Commissioner Hazelton was absent.  

Motion to approve 07/31/2025 Warrants by Miller/Line 2-0.
Motion to approve 06/25 to 07/24 Payroll by Miller/Line 2-0.
Motion to approve 07/14/2025 Minutes by Miller/Line 2-0. 

Grant writer Christie Reinhardt updated the Board on the Safe Streets grant which could be awarded on September 30. The County was awarded money from Kansas Infrastructure Hub to pay for grant writer support in the amount of $8,750. Brandy Sutherland of Blue Valley Consultants will need to be paid now, and the County will be reimbursed.  Reinhardt also supplied information on several other grants she has been working on and matching funds that will be required.  Miller asked for more information and urged the Commissioners to reach out to Reinhardt for more info.

Freedom Claims representative Darren Booth provided the County’s health insurance quarterly report.  The plan is working well with reserves totaling $190,703.78. Miller asked about the renewal process and why there was always pressure to make a quick decision. Booth explained there was a 90-day window beginning October 1st for the insurance companies to compile the health information.  The carriers don’t get the information from the insurance companies until maybe the 2nd week of October then the carriers shop various companies for policy quotes. Miller asked Booth to also look into an HSA plan for the County at the renewal. 

Emergency Preparedness Director Scott Wiltse reported the grant for 3 storm sirens has been awarded to Chase County.  The three sirens will be located in Cottonwood Falls (fire station), Strong City (rodeo grounds) and Matfield Green (fire station). Patron Mark Gibbons asked about locating a siren in the Toledo area.  Miller explained that this grant will upgrade the most populated areas of the County and a siren is not out of the question in that area but ongoing costs need to be considered.  Motion to move forward with the siren project and utilize the funding awarded from FEMA and the Community Foundation by Miller/Line 3-0.

Motion to pay $8750 to Brandy Sutherland of Blue Valley Consultants for grant writer support to be reimbursed by Kansas Infrastructure Hub by Miller/Line 3-0.

BOC discussed the official County newspaper after reviewing a mailing from The Council Grove Republican.  Conversation needs to be had regarding the availability of the Chase County Leader News weekly publication as opposed to the daily publication of the Republican and what the constituents prefer. Miller also asked for figures from the Clerk’s office on cost of legal publications from the last 4 years.

Miller previously addressed the leaks on the roof with a mason who quoted 5 to 6 thousand dollars to repair the 6 chimneys by cleaning and tuck pointing the stacked caps.  Motion for Mex US Precast to repair chimneys not to exceed $6000 by Miller/Line 2-0.

Meeting adjourned at 10:12 am on motion from Miller 2nd by Line. Motion carried 2-0. Next scheduled meeting is Monday, August 11th at 9:00 am at which time the Commissioners will make final budget decisions. 



	ADOPTION OF ABOVE MINUTES	

      STATE OF KANSAS
     COUNTY OF CHASE

NOW ON This 11th day of August, 2025 as shown in the Minutes of this date's meeting, the above Minutes are hereby ADOPTED as the official record of the proceedings, business and actions of the Board of Chase County Commissioners during the session above described.
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______________________________
							Anthony Hazelton, Chairman
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							 ____________________________   
							 Matt Miller, Vice Chairman

							
______________________________
Gene Line, Member
Attest: ____________________________
      Connie M. Pretzer, County Clerk


