JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS AND MINUTES
OF THE CHASE COUNTY, KANSAS
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

August 29, 2025

August 29, 2025, at 9:00 am; Tony Hazelton-Chairman, Matt Miller-Vice-chairman, Gene Line-member, and Connie Pretzer-County Clerk assembled in the Chase County Commission Chambers. Also present were Attorney Brian Henderson, Deputy Clerk Tiffany Harshman, grant writer Christie Reinhardt, Brandy Sutherland of Blue Valley Consultants, R&B supervisor Thom Kirk, Senior Center director Deb Haglund and Fire Chief Steve Fillmore. Hazelton opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Motion for executive session with Haglund, attorney & clerk to return at 9:11 for preliminary discussions relating to acquisition of real property by Hazelton/Line 3-0. No action taken.
  
Motion to approve 08/29/2025 Warrants by Hazelton/Miller 3-0.
Motion to approve August 29, 2025 Payroll by Hazelton/Line 3-0.
Motion to approve 08/11/2025 Minutes by Hazelton/Miller. 3-0.  
Motion to approve 08/19/2025 Minutes by Hazelton/Line 3-0. 
Motion to approve 08/22/2025 Minutes by Hazelton/Miller 3-0.

Request from the Extension Office to have a window installed was approved with county maintenance doing the installation.

Thom Kirk and Charles Swift provided quotes and information about equipment their two departments needed. Motion to purchase a brush cutter and grapple rake from Quick Attach by Hazelton/Miller 3-0.
Decision on purchasing/leasing a skid steer and/or trailer was tabled until next year with Miller commenting that the departments will need to co-ordinate the winter.
  
Kirk and Steve Fillmore were present to discuss office space at 201 Walnut. Kirk expressed interest in moving the Road & Bridge office currently located in the basement of the Courthouse to the location.  Miller provided a list of considerations for the proposed office relocation. No decision was made.

Grant writer Christie Reinhardt and Brandy Sutherland of Blue Valley Consultants were in attendance and provided information on the following: 1) State Farm grant for the fire fighters washing machine was denied. 2) FEMA money for a new fire truck will not be available. 3) Asked permission to move forward with the grant to purchase a building for hazardous waste which requires a 40% match or approximately $5,000. PERMISSION GRANTED. 4) Brandy Sutherland provided information on a large grant where Chase County will be partnering with Osage County to apply for the Bridge Investment Program (BIP). The targeted bridges for replacement will be 6 on Middle Creek Road and 1 on Bloody Creek Road. A consultant agreement was presented for the project grant application for approval/signature.  Motion to enter into agreement with Blue Valley Consultants, LLC and County of Chase, Kansas and County of Osage, Kansas by Miller/Line 3-0. 

Sheriff Jacob Welsh and Attorney Brian Henderson informed the Board that CPA Cindy Jensen had uncovered irregularities in the financial records within the Treasurer’s office during the annual audit. 
After research Jensen was unable to justify any allowable legal reason for the discrepancies. Jensen reached out to Chase County Treasurer Dow Wilson who said he would look into it but never got back to her. Because of the amount of between $50,000 and $100,000 and the complexity of the accounting system, a forensic audit will have to be completed. Sheriff Welsh researched auditors who maintain certified fraud examiner certifications and requested the Board authorize him to set up the audit at an estimated amount of $20,000 to $25,000. Welsh also requested permission to access all county bank accounts from 2022 to present. 
Motion to move forward with the audit from a 3rd party auditor not to exceed an estimated $25,000 to be paid from the general fund by Hazelton/Miller 3-0.
Motion to grant access to Sheriff Welsh or his designee to all county bank accounts at Citizens State Bank from 2022 to present Hazelton/Line 3-0.  
Henderson then stressed that this is an ongoing investigation, and no further comment will be given. 


Meeting adjourned at 11:32 am on motion from Hazelton/Line 3-0. Next scheduled meeting is Monday, September 15 at 9:00 am. 


	ADOPTION OF ABOVE MINUTES	

      STATE OF KANSAS
     COUNTY OF CHASE

NOW ON This 15th day of September, 2025 as shown in the Minutes of this date's meeting, the above Minutes are hereby ADOPTED as the official record of the proceedings, business and actions of the Board of Chase County Commissioners during the session described above.

                                           BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
							
______________________________
							Anthony Hazelton, Chairman
                    SEAL

							 ____________________________   
							 Matt Miller, Vice Chairman

							
______________________________
Gene Line, Member

Attest: ____________________________
      Connie M. Pretzer, County Clerk

