JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS AND MINUTES
OF THE CHASE COUNTY, KANSAS
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

November 10, 2025




November 10, 2025, 9:00 am; Anthony Hazelton-Chairman, Matt Miller-Vice chairman,  Gene Line-member, Brian Henderson-County Attorney, Connie Pretzer-County Clerk, Tiffany Harshman-Deputy Clerk, Steve Fillmore, Thom Kirk and patron Mark Gibbons assembled in the Chase County Commission Chambers.  Hazelton opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Motion to recess the regular meeting to call the Board of County Canvassers into session by Hazelton/Line 3-0. 

Motion to conduct canvass in Commission Chambers (pursuant to KSA 25-3105) in order to accommodate space by Hazelton/Miller 3-0.

County Election Officer Connie Pretzer presented 4 provisional ballots.  The Board considered each ballot along with the State Statutes provided.  
Motion to accept provisional ballots 1-2-3 (change of address & correct ballot given) by Hazelton/Line 3-0.
Motion to reject ballot #4 (unregistered voter) by Hazelton/Miller 3-0.  

Motion to sign the Abstract of the 2025 Municipal election by Hazelton/Line 3-0.  Motion to adjourn the Board of County Canvassers by Hazelton/Miller 3-0.  
Motion to convene regular session by Hazelton/Line 3-0.

Motion to approve 11/10/2025 Warrants by Hazelton/Miller 3-0. 
Motion to approve 10/31/2025 Minutes by Hazelton/Line 3-0.
Motion to sign road maintenance with City of Cottonwood Falls by Hazelton/Miller 3-0.

Board discussed the 2026 Holiday and meeting calendar. Decisions were not finalized.

Work comp bids were again discussed with agents from EMC and KWORRC present. Commissioners asked the agents to rebid quotes using the same payroll figure. Tabled to 11/17/25 meeting.
County fire chief Steve Fillmore discussed items to be purchased from his budget. 1) $35,350 for a new Jaws of Life 2) $25,000 for a 1996 Pierce Pumper to replace an older vehicle. Board agreed to proceed.   

Motion for executive session to return at 10:40 for attorney client privilege with Attorney & Thom Kirk by Hazelton/Line 3-0. No action taken.  

Motion for executive session to return at 11:05 for non-elected personnel with Attorney by Miller/Line 3-0. No action taken.

Commissioner Miller updated the Board on meeting with the Strong City Council regarding the County fire station in Strong City. There was no resolve at the meeting but Miller plans to attend a future council meeting. 

County health insurance was discussed noting a 1% reduction in premium from United Health Care. Motion to approve the health insurance renewal from UHC by Miller/Hazelton 3-0. 

Commissioner Line directed a question to the Board about the separation of Road & Bridge and Noxious Weed departments regarding equipment. Miller responded that the two departments will continue to share some equipment as needed.

Attorney Henderson reminded the Board to be cautious when answering recurring texts from department heads as it puts the Board in a position of mediator that could cause problems. If departments are having issues they should be brought to a commission meeting.  

Meeting adjourned at 11:30 on a motion by Hazelton/Line 3-0. Next scheduled meeting is Monday, November 17th at 9 am. 

















	ADOPTION OF ABOVE MINUTES	


      STATE OF KANSAS
     COUNTY OF CHASE


NOW ON This 17th day of November, 2025 as shown in the Minutes of this date's meeting, the above Minutes are hereby ADOPTED as the official record of the proceedings, business and actions of the Board of Chase County Commissioners during the session above described.


                                           BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

							
______________________________
							Anthony Hazelton, Chairman
                    SEAL

							 ____________________________   
							 Matt Miller, Vice Chairman

							
______________________________
Gene Line, Member


Attest: ____________________________
      Connie M. Pretzer, County Clerk



