JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS AND MINUTES
OF THE CHASE COUNTY, KANSAS
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

May 12, 2025

May 12, 2025, at 9:00 am; Tony Hazelton-Chairman, Matt Miller-Vice chairman, Gene Line-member, and Connie Pretzer-County Clerk assembled in the Chase County Commission Chambers. Also present was County Attorney Brian Henderson, Sheriff Jacob Welsh and patron Mark Gibbons. Hazelton opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Motion to approve 05/12/2025 Warrants by Hazelton was 2nd by Miller. Motion carried 3-0.
Motion to approve 04/30/2025 Minutes by Hazelton was 2nd by Miller. Motion carried 3-0. 
Motion to approve $1,500 to the City of Cottonwood Falls for July 3rd fireworks display from fund 079 (crime prevention fund) by Hazelton was 2nd by Line.  Motion carried 3-0.
Motion to sign engagement letter to Cindy Jensen, CPA for the 2024 audit at a cost of $15,650 by Hazelton was 2nd by Miller.  Motion carried 3-0.

Darren Booth  representing Freedom Claims Management, INC. gave a quarterly report on the County’s health insurance reserves.  Total reserves as of May 12, 2025 were $178,018.60.   Booth also recapped the policy and recommended a 15% increase for budget purposes.

Carrie Riggs and Rachel Jones representing Chase County Care & Compassion (C-4) spoke of the many things the organization does for the community.  C-4 received a grant in January from Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Kansas.  The grant is to be used for improvements in a healthy lifestyle.  

County appraiser Andy Durbin explained oil & gas assessed values and certified to the Clerk to place on the tax rolls.  Durbin then presented the annual contract with McCully and Associates for approval.  Motion approve McCully contract for $15,300 by Miller was 2nd by Line.  Motion carried 3-0.

Matt Givens appeared before the Board and stated he had not been given a clear answer as to why he was not hired by the County.  Attorney Henderson explained that there was no obligation to give reason. 

Sheriff Jacob Welsh read a tribute to honor the service and sacrifice of law enforcement officers across the United States.  May 15th has been proclaimed as National Peace Officers Memorial Day and the week in which it falls as National Police Week.  

Motion for 10 minutes of executive session for attorney client privilege to discuss potential future litigation matters with Attorney, Sheriff Welsh and Undersheriff Aaron Hoffman to return at 10:27 by Miller was 2nd by Line.  Motion carried 3-0.  Meeting resumed at 10:27 with no action taken.

Motion for 7 minutes of executive session for non-elected personnel to discuss personnel matters with Attorney, Sheriff and Clerk to return at 10:36 by Hazelton was 2nd by Miller.  Motion carried 3-0.  Meeting resumed at 10:36 with no action taken.

Motion for 10 minutes of executive session for attorney client privilege to discuss a contract issue with Attorney, Sheriff & Clerk to return at 10:48 by Hazelton was 2nd by Line.  Meeting resumed at 10:48 with no action taken. 

Road & Bridge supervisor Thom Kirk along with Dave Williams of MasterTec provided a 10-year breakout of purchase/repurposing of the County dump trucks.  Williams explained that his company have trucks in stock to avoid tariffs so a purchase this year will not affect the cost.  Williams also explained that future emission controls will certainly make the cost go up.  Motion to purchase a 2025 T8805 dump truck from MasterTec for $273,283 by Hazelton was 2nd by Line.  Motion carried 3-0.  Kirk will seek financing from local banks.  

Kirk also reported;
1)The screening plant had successfully screened all harvested creek gravel.  The cost savings over crushed rock is substantial. 
2) Hired a pavement monitoring system from SSI in Manhattan for $4300.  
3) Kirk will supply traffic counts on several bridges being considered for replacement.
4) Discussed weight restrictions on bridges.

County Attorney Bryan Williams spoke to the Board about delinquent property taxes. Williams has done a survey on delinquent properties in violation to the extent that they qualify for a tax sale. Williams would like authorization to send letters to affected property owners advising of an impending tax sale.  Motion to authorize County Attorney to move forward with property tax sale on unpaid property taxes by Hazelton was 2nd by Line.  Motion carried 3-0. 
Williams would like to have all contracts prior meetings.  Clerk will send an email to department heads to initiate the process.  
  
Meeting adjourned at 12:10 on a motion from Hazelton 2nd by Miller.  Motion carried 3-0.  Next scheduled meeting is at 9:00 on May 30, 2025.




	ADOPTION OF ABOVE MINUTES	

      STATE OF KANSAS
     COUNTY OF CHASE


NOW ON This 30th day of May, 2025 as shown in the Minutes of this date's meeting, the above Minutes are hereby ADOPTED as the official record of the proceedings, business and actions of the Board of Chase County Commissioners during the session above described.


                                           BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

							
______________________________
							Anthony Hazelton, Chairman
                    SEAL

							 ____________________________   
							 Matt Miller, Vice Chairman

							
______________________________
Gene Line, Member
Attest: ____________________________
      Connie M. Pretzer, County Clerk

