JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS AND MINUTES
OF THE CHASE COUNTY, KANSAS
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

September 15, 2025


September 15, 2025, at 9:00 am; Tony Hazelton-Chairman, Matt Miller-Vice chairman, Gene Line-member, Connie Pretzer-County Clerk assembled in the Chase County Commission Chambers. Also present at various times in the meeting were Sheriff Jacob Welsh, Attorney Brian Henderson, Fire Chief Steve Fillmore, Greg Davis, SOS representative Mary Halleran, Road & Bridge superintendent Thom Kirk and patron Mark Gibbons. Hazelton opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Hazelton called the hearing to exceed the revenue neutral rate and budget hearing to order and asked for public comment. No comments or questions were made. 
Motion to exceed the Chase County revenue neutral rate of 58.345 by Hazelton/Miller 3-0.
Motion to adopt Resolution 2025-04 to exceed RNR by roll call vote: Hazelton-yes, Miller-yes, Line-yes.
Motion to adopt the 2026 Chase County Budget by Hazelton/Miller 3-0.
Motion to conclude 2026 RNR & Budget hearing by Hazelton/Line 3-0.
Motion to approve 09/15/2025 Warrants by Hazelton/Miller 3-0. 
Motion to approve 08/29/2025 Minutes by Hazelton/Line 3-0.
Motion to accept resignation of Chase County Treasurer L. Dow Wilson effective 08/31/2025 by Hazelton/Line 3-0.

Steve Fillmore and Greg Davis presented the Board with a contract from Watts Manufacturing LLC for a Wildland Apparatus and Chassis (fire truck).  Davis explained the contract in detail. The expected delivery date will be in 2026. Motion to purchase a fire truck from Watts Manufacturing for $208,547 with $59,797 from the County equipment fund #084 (for the chassis) and $74,357 today and the rest upon delivery from Fire District #1 fire equipment fund #31.

SOS director Mary Haller gave information about the services SOS offers to the County. Motion to proclaim October as Domestic Violence Awareness Month by Hazelton/Miller 3-0. 

Patron Mark Gibbons asked if the Toledo area patrons could do anything to express their interest in acquiring a storm siren. Miller replied that a commitment for maintenance and utilities would be needed. Sheriff Welsh also said grant monies were still being sought for the upfront costs.

Attorney Henderson informed the Board that a certified fraud examiner had been engaged and was moving forward with the investigation. Sheriff Welsh requested additional bank records dating back to 2017. Motion to authorize Sheriff Welsh access to bank records from Citizens State Bank back to 2017 to present as part of a criminal investigation by Miller/Line 3-0. Henderson provided Resolution 2025-05 which will amend amounts on Resolution 2019-03 for the Detention Excess Revenue fund. Motion to approve Resolution 2025-05 amending Resolution 2019-03 relating to the amount deposited into the Detention Excess Revenue fund by Miller/Line 3-0.  

Miller reported the 911 committee had been meeting bi-monthly and a topic of conversation was the fire station in Strong City. A new fire station was proposed by BG Consultants but location was the main issue. The Strong City fire chief has suggested staying at the current location which is owned by the City of Strong City and making upgrades. Miller has concerns about not owning the property. Conversation will need to take place between the County and the City before a decision can be made. 

Road & Bridge superintendent Thom Kirk reported the County had not been chosen for the local bridge Program; however, Bridge Y-13.7 had been selected for the off system was chosen. The bridge is located on YY Road north of the Nurnberg corner. The design contract with Cook, Flat & Strobel for $64,300 was discussed. Motion to sign the agreement with CFS on county bridge Y-13.7 by Hazelton/Line 3-0. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:10 am on a motion by Hazelton/Line 3-0.

Next scheduled meeting is at 9:00am on September 30, 2025.












	





	ADOPTION OF ABOVE MINUTES	

      STATE OF KANSAS
     COUNTY OF CHASE


NOW ON This 30th day of September, 2025 as shown in the Minutes of this date's meeting, the above Minutes are hereby ADOPTED as the official record of the proceedings, business and actions of the Board of Chase County Commissioners during the session above described.


                                           BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

							
______________________________
							Anthony Hazelton, Chairman
                    SEAL

							 ____________________________   
							 Matt Miller, Vice Chairman

							
______________________________
Gene Line, Member
Attest: ____________________________
      Connie M. Pretzer, County Clerk

